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Ref : (a)  COMCRUDESLANTINST 5720.11 
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By d i rec t ion  Y 



The keel was l a i d  far the first des t royer  and b u i l t  a s  a 

guided missile a h i ~  on 16 June 1958 a t  Bath I ron  l h r ks ,  Bath, Naine, 

With t h i s  beginning the  USS CWLKLJ& F. ADAYS (TX)O-21, first i n  a new 

l i n e  of guided miss i le  d e s t r o ~ r s  was born. 

She i s  named f o r  Charles Francis Adams, (peat grandson of John 

Quincy Adams, s i x t h  pres ident  of t h e  United Sta tes ,  md the p a t ,  

gree t  grandson of John Adams, second pres ident  of the d%d states, 

Charles F, Adams was noted f o r  h i s  u n t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  to keep t h e  Navy 

a power i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  while ~ecretarv of the Nayy i n  i 9 2 9 -  
:* ,. . . 

19333 i n  s p i t e  of a n  apa the t i c  and economy p iq  ' - 3  ~rth ' l  ic. Ht was noted 

f o r  h i s  yachting a b i l i t y  which was well demonstrated* i n  hls 19Zl 

Americas Cup Victory. 

On 8 September 1959 the CFIARLES F. ADAIS was launched i n  the  

Kennebec River by her  sponsor MYS. Robert Homans, a sister of her 

namesake. 

Wsan fully eqaiFped manned the CMTtY-7R AmW &Isplacer '2$60 . - 
tons. Her overall length i s  h37 f e e t  a.nd she ahs a Bern of b7 *li. She 

la -2y mmmed by 2l ofS%amw a.cd 280 enlislml nsq, . . 

- . 
0 I - - 

A t  the M s s i o n i n e  Ceremony on 10 September 1960 at Boston N m l  

Shipyard, Charlestan, Massachusetts, Admiral James -9. qu~se l ,  Vice Chief 
I .  

of Naval Operations, was t he  vrindpal -. A t  t h i s  time she be- 

came the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of ha Canwranding O f f ' c e r ,  Commander %ril.liam . 
Re Jra, US& - - 

Following comnissioning, the CHAKLES F. A W J 6  conducted intensive 

l t technical  t%mi@d t o  test ihe performance of  individual  



equipments, Par  titular s tr_ess waz: p l ~ , ~ ~ ?  +qn_*thee,T!FT6q '4re3pon S ~ s t e m  
-?- 

and i t s  a.ssocie t ed  equipment*~, s i n c e  TARTAR was specf fica.13 y desf  gned , 

f o r  Destroyers .  Also t e s t e d  7x1s t h e  ASROC anti-submarine system and 

its as soc ia t ed  sonar  f i r e - c o n t r o l  equ ipmnt ,  During t h i s  per iod  f i n a l  
a 

a.cccptance by t h e  Navy was conducted. I n  a d d i t i o n  a period was se t  
, . 

a s i d e  f o r  shakedown t r a i n i n g ,  This welded t h e  crew and t h e  s h i p  i n t o  

one f i g h t i n g  machine, t r a i n e d  t o  r e a c t  p rope r ly  t o  v a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  

of a t t a c k  o r  defense.  
, ' "  . 1:. 

With shakedown t r a i n i n g  completed, t he  CWIQIXS F. ADAMS progressed 

t o  her most rugged phase of t e s t i n g ,  Operations Evaluation. This  phase 

evs lua ted  t h e  s h i p s  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  fight under ; T ~ - " , ' ~ l :  condi t ions  and for 

extended pe r iods  of  t ime,  .. . - 

O n  30 June 1961 t h e  CBPPT,ZS F. B D A E  was assigned Charleston, .SouAh - 

Ca.ro1i.n~ a s  a home po r t .  She steamed up the  Cooper River for thc first 

t ime on 28 July 1961 and commenced ope r s t ions  as a psrt of  Destroyer 

Squa.dron SIX. 

On 13 Novenber 1961 she l e f t  Chaxlesten t o  p e r t i c i p t e  i n  a Nerthern 

Europe p i s e  p r i o r  t o  jo iu ing  h e r  squadrun i n  the  Ivleditsrranom. Ports- 
. 'I 

of d L  on this c r u i s e  inc luded  Elmst, France; Goteborg, Sweden; Aarhus, 
b 

Denmark; Ee l ,  Germany; Rotterdam, Netherlands; Portsmouth, England m d  

Lisbon, Portugal. 

P r i o r  t o  he r  r e t u r n  t o  t he  United S b t e s ,  t h e  sh ip  opemted with 

t h e  SIXTH F l e e t  where valuable F?AW experience was gained. 

March roared i n  l i k e  a l i o n  and t h e  ADAMS sored i n t o  -her horn p o r t  

on 3 Yamh 1962, where she  remained for a w e l l  earned raonthts leave and 

upkeep period. It was dur ing  t h i s  p r i o d ,  dm 10 Mareh 1962, t h a t  t h e  

Commanding Of f i ce r ,  CDR W i l l i a m  R. Mnnroe, Jr. was relieved by CD9 -- 

S c o t t  T e r r i l l ,  USN, On 9 April the ADAMS was underway t o  rendezvous 

-2- 



wi th  o t h e r  f l e e t  u n i t s  a t  Norfolk t o  prepare  f o r  t!e Pres ident ic l l  review 

held  14 'hp&l 1962. Also i n  A p r i l  BDAMS and DESROM SIX became u n i t s  of 

Cruis6r-Destroyer F l o t i l l a  TEN. 

The remainder of  A p r i l  and t h e  f irst  weeks o f  Vav were teken up wi th  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a F l e e t  Amphibious Exercise  ~ l t h  AT)AMS m i s s i l e  f i r i n g  

i n  the Cmfbbean .,Sea and Roosevolt  Roads area. On 6 May the  L!T)!~MS 

r c  turned t o  Charleston,  South Csrol ina,  t o  connnence her intar+-m yard 

period ?nc: remained i n  t h a t  s t a t u s  u n t i l  t h e  first of Jul-y, 

July and August of 1962 were months o f  nonnal.busv des t royor  oper- 

a t i o n s  i n  and o u t  of homepclrt, conducting type  t r a i n i n g .  September was 

a ful1"month for t h e  ship. She v e n t  through rlri?',s and observa t ions  of 

performance by t h e  F l e e t  T ra in ing  Group a t  Gv ~ n t 5 c a a o  Ray, Cubz. During 

t h i s  t ime t h e  AD.?MS a l s o  prepared f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  P m j e c t  Mercury 

(manned space f l i g h t s J .  

CDR Sch i r r a  t s s i x  o r b i t a l  f l i g h t  ca,m on 3 O c t ~ b e r  1962 a ncl z f t e r  , 

t h e  successf'ul . f l i g h t ,  the  AmMS proceeded t o  Norf e lk ,  V i r g i n i a  tc? 

commence h e r  d u t i e s  a s  sur face- to-a i r  TARTAR missile school  ship. 

This  was a first, both f o r  t h e  4DAMS and t h e  Navy. 

It was wh i l e  cnmpleting her d u t i e s  a s  t h e  first S-A-14 - schoo l  ship,  ', 

t h a t  the' Cubn c r i s i s  broke o u t  and on 2L October 1962 the  hdams took 

h e r  p l ace  i n  t he  Caribbean a s  one o f  many A t l a n t i c  and P a c i f i c  Fleet 

s h i p s  a c t i v e l y  involved i n  t h e  qua.ra n t i n e  and su rve i l ance  opera ti ons . 
The s h i p  r e tu rned  t o  h e r  homeport on 2 December 1962 a f t e r  ble Cuban 

Quarant ine  573s l i f t e d  and remained there u n t i l  the  new year. On the 

week of 2 1  January she served i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  ef DESRON SIX Flagship  

f o r  t h e  l a s t  time by  c a r r y i n g  CornDesRon SIX ,Captain W. R. CAF"W'L'\TP~, 

aboard during a week of  type t r a i n i n g .  



- With the new year  of 1963, DesRon SIX would be taking  on a new look  (, 

with more m i s s i l e  sh ips  and a new Flagship, TJSS MACT)OT\TOUGH ( D L ~ G A ~ ) .  t 

February 1963 featured AT!AMS p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t w ~  w&s of oper- 

a t i o n s  a t  sea wi th  t h e  USS SARATOGA ( ( ~ ~ - 6 0 ) ' i n  the  e a s t e r n  Ctl-ant ic  

and then t o  Key West t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  A~~~~I/!.sRoc demonstration f o r  

the  National  S c i e n t i s t s  and I n d u s t r i a , l i s t s  Associa t i o n  ( b ~ ~ s . 1 . A . ) .  

Upon completion of he r  du t i e s ,  -DAMS retwnerl t n  Charleston f o r  

the  remainder r f  March f o r  tender  a , v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  ~ r e ~ a . r a t i o n  f o r  her  
.. . ., . 

forthcoming yar? period. CDR S c o t t  E.  erri ill, USN, was r e l i eved  a s  
. . 

Ccmmanding Off icer  by Commander E h ~ ~ e t t  H. Ti.44, TEIT, o n  6 Apr i l  1963. 

ADAM2 then conducted a f i n a l  period of type t r c ip 'n?  a t  sea nncl t e w  

p o r a r i l y  served a s  Flagship f qr COMCRUDESFI OT 51'' while t m n s p o r t i n g  
- * 

RADM BIXES, USN, and s t a f f  t o  Norfolk. On 16 A p r i l  1963 ADfiNS entered 

Norfolk Naval Shipyard t o  commence h e r  f i rs t  regul a r  shipyard overhaul 

rind the  f i r s t  overhaul of  a n  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  DDG. . 

ADtMS remained i n  overhaul  a t  Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, 

Virginial, u n t i l  16 A u ~ u s t ,  when shes-out  t o  sea t o  r e t u r n  t o  Charleston. 

For a month hWMS cperated i n  an3 out of h e r  homeport, e n g a ~ i n g  i n  

iWvidua l  s h i p  e x e r c i s e s  p repa ra ta ry  t o  deploy in^ t o  t h e  Carfbbean f o r  

Ship 9ua . l i f ica t ion  Test  f i r i n g s  and Refresher  Training a t  Guantanamo Bay, 

Cuba., This arduous t r a i n i n g  du ty  in t h e  Caribbean saw p o r t  visits a t  

San Juan, Puertc? IEico; St .  Thomas, Virg in  Is lands ;  and Guantanc7mo Ray, 

Cuba. Upon completion of r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  on 15 nlovember, t h e  AmMS 

proceeded from San Juan t o  Key ldest, Florida where she provided C ~ T /  

ASROC school  ah ip  se rv ices  f o r  t h e  Fleet Sonar Schcol. Departing Key 

West on 22Nwember, a f t e r  nine weeks o u t  of homepnrt, h e r  long  ami-bed -. - 
. . 



tr ip  home was saddenad by news of t h e  death of P re s iden t  Kennedy. 

h i v i h g  hohe. i n  Charleston, South Carolina, BnAMS and crew spen t  a. 

well earned l eave  and upkeep perfod, l a , s t i n g  through the  t r a d i t i o n a l  

Christmas-New Years period 


